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Halifax 10: The
Canadian Healthcare
Safety Symposium
Celebrate the 10 th anniversary of
the Halifax Symposium October 21
to 23. Click here for more
information.
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HQCA recognized by U.S.-based
TerraPharma Project
The HQCA has been recognized as one of the contributors to the
Canadian Pharmaceutical Bar-coding Project by the U.S.-based
TerraPharma Project. This peer-to-peer patient safety advocacy
organization that promotes bedside point-of-care technology
applications acknowledged the efforts of several Canadian
organizations, including the HQCA, by naming them as
participants in the 2010 Way-Paver for Bar-Code Point of Care
Award. Click here for more information.

Print materials for the Blueprint
Project for Patient Safety Education in
Alberta now available
The Blueprint Project team has completed a foundational piece of
work that identifies and describes six patient safety principles that
define the basic requirements for safe health care. Incorporating
these principles into every day work in health care will go a long
way to ensuring safe and high quality care for those who use the
health system. Click here to find a description of the Patient
Safety Principles that have been defined as part of the Blueprint
Project as well as other information about the project. Please
share this information with your colleagues and staff.

Emergency department patient
experience survey in the field
The HQCA’s most recent emergency department survey is now in
the field. The survey focuses on continuous data collection of
patient experience and wait-time measures in the 15 largest
urban and regional emergency departments in the province.
Results will be available beginning in autumn 2010. For more
information, contact Tim Cooke at 403.297.8276 or
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tim.cooke@hqca.ca.

Certificate course on patient safety
set to launch in Calgary
The HQCA, through the Blueprint Project , is co-sponsoring a new

certificate course on patient safety at the University of Calgary.
The course runs September 2010 to March 2011. Click here for
more information.

2010 Canadian Institute for Health
Information (CIHI) conference to
showcase HQCA posters
Three HQCA posters have been approved for display at the CIHI
Data Users Conference, which takes place September 20 and 21,
2010 in Ottawa. The posters are 1) Estimates of surgical site
infections through a population-based linked administrative data
system in Alberta, 2) Transition rate from diabetes without comorbidities to diabetes with co-morbidities and 3) Development of
new indicators of appropriateness of health services utilization.
Click here for more information about the conference.

Work continues on HQCA assessment
of the provincial response to H1N1
influenza
Further to the request from the Minister of Health and Wellness to
assess the provincial response to the pandemic (H1N1) 2009
influenza, the HQCA has made significant progress in its review of
the structures, processes and activities of Alberta Health and
Wellness, Alberta Health Services and the Alberta Emergency
Management Agency. Eighty-three interviews with more than 150
individuals from lead organizations and stakeholders have been
conducted and over 1,500 documents have been reviewed.
Preliminary findings will be presented to the lead organizations
July 28, 2010.

Safer Healthcare Now! survey focuses
on preventing venous
thromboembolism (VTE)
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VTE is one of the most common hospital complications and one
of the most preventable causes of hospital death. While there is
strong evidence to support the use of thromboprophylaxis for
most patients in hospital, audits reveal many patients at risk for
VTE do not receive thromboprophylaxis. Safer Healthcare Now!
would like to help Canadian hospitals implement their own
thromboprophylaxis policy/protocol and optimize use of
appropriate thromboprophylaxis. They are conducting a survey to
gather suggestions, insights and success stories on successfully
implementing VTE. Click here to link to the survey.
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